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Appendix B-1 — Summary of community engagement
undertaken outside of formal consultation



Community Update ( [:' one earth

January 2024

One Earth is a proposed new solar development with
battery storage, located on the border of Nottinghamshire
and Lincolnshire.

The project is still in the early stages of its development and
will be shaped and refined by feedback from the community,
elected representatives, and technical experts.

This newsletter provides an update on our recent
consultation, answers to frequently asked questions raised
in our engagement so far and our next steps.

Our recent consultation

From 27 September to 8 November 2023, We received feedback through our

we shared our initial plans for One Earth paper and online questionnaire, as

with the local community and asked for well as emails and letters sent from the

feedback. During this period, we hosted community. We want to thank everyone

public information events and visited for taking the time to learn about our

local properties to provide information proposals and submit feedback. If you

about the proposals and hear the views did not have the opportunity to have

of the community. your say, there will be another community
consultation later this year.

212 dd 462 4
local residents emails, letters

attended 5 public and
information events questionnaires




Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is a DCO?

Because One Earth would produce more than

50 MW of energy, it is considered a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

The Planning Act 2008 defines the planning
process for NSIPs and requires that we apply for

a Development Consent Order (DCO) to build and
operate One Earth. Unlike planning applications,
which are determined by local authorities, NSIPs
are submitted to and decided at the national
level. We will submit our DCO application to the
Planning Inspectorate (PINS), an independent
body that will review and examine the application
on behalf of the relevant Secretary of State. After
examination, PINS will make a recommendation
about whether or not to approve the project, but
the final decision will be made by the Secretary of
State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

3. What is One Earth?

The developers behind One Earth are @rsted and
PS Renewables (PADERO SOLAER LTD. Company
number: 08021337). Both companies are leaders

in the development of renewable energy across

the UK and are working together to develop this
project. When two companies collaborate in this
way it is common to establish a new project-specific
company, which is One Earth Solar Farm Limited

in this case. Representatives of PS Renewables and
rsted sit on the board of this company and are
responsible for providing funding and oversight of
the development of One Earth Solar Farm. The One
Earth board has appointed a team of specialists to
help develop the project, who are experts in their
fields. This includes a dedicated project lead, who is
effectively the ‘Managing Director’ of One Earth and
reports directly to the board. This team, including
the project lead, works for One Earth and was
present at consultation events to answer questions.

2. Hasn't the government stated that the

country can meet all of its renewable
energy needs using offshore wind?

No. This statement refers only to the energy
needed to power homes, but we need to
meet the energy needs of businesses, schools,
hospitals and all sectors of the economy.

The current UK policy calls for increasing

solar production to 70GW by 2030, which

was confirmed and restated very recently

in the National Policy Statement for Energy
Infrastructure on 22 November 2023.

4. How will this impact agricultural

production?

Across the country, we must strike a balance
between meeting our energy needs and our food
needs. Because of the grid's capacity at High
Marnham, we are looking for available land in

this area, which is largely farmland. We want to
minimise the use of the most productive agricultural
land where possible. We are currently carrying out
surveys to help us understand the quality of the
agricultural land, which will inform the design we
present at the next stage of consultation.

Climate change is a major threat to agricultural
production, with impacts already being seen around
the world and here in the UK. We can support
sustainable agriculture and produce renewable
energy at the same time. Just 0.3% of land across
the country would be enough to deliver the 70GW
of solar needed by 2030.
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5. Why can't we use brownfield sites or roofs
for solar instead of fields?

Placing solar panels on rooftops and former
industrial sites have an important role to play, but we
also need larger solar projects to meet the country’s
future energy needs. Projects like One Earth, which
can be built quickly and make use of existing
capacity in the National Grid, can make a major
contribution.

That is why the starting point for site selection

for this project was the grid connection at High
Marnham. Because the coal-fired power plant was
decommissioned, there is capacity at this location
for new energy sources to come online.

6. Why can't you answer some
questions about project details?

At this point, the project is still in the early stages
of its development. Throughout the project’s
development, the design will be updated and
refined, based on consultation feedback and
ongoing environmental assessments.

At each stage of consultation, we will

be able to provide additional levels

of detail, as the design becomes more solidified
and key decisions are made.

This means that we may be unable to

answer questions at this point about details of the
final design, which have not yet been decided,
but will have more information at the next
consultation. We encourage the community and
other stakeholders to provide feedback at each
stage of the project’s development.
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7. How will the site be decommissioned? Will
the panels be recycled?

At the end of the life of the project, the above-
ground infrastructure would be removed. The
DCO would include specific legal requirements
for the decommissioning, that would be enforced
by the local authorities. We aim to recycle all

of the panels and batteries, so we are working
continuously to improve recycling options to
ensure that all valuable materials are fed back
into new material production.

8. Is your supply chain ethical?

We want the companies we work with to run
their businesses and supply chains free from
labour and human rights violations, corruption,
and environmental risks. We have established

a Responsible Business Partner Programme
(RPP), building on our general human rights due
diligence approach to collaborate with suppliers
and business partners on improving their
adherence to our social, environmental and
ethical expectations. This is to protect the
environment and all groups of workers and
stakeholders in our supply chains, including
those that are most vulnerable.



Environmental Assessments

We are carrying out an Environmental Impact Natural England and the Environment Agency, as
Assessment (EIA) for One Earth Solar Farm to well as parish, district and county councils. You
understand how the project would impact the can find out more by going to the One Earth Solar
environment and develop a plan to mitigate any Farm page on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:
significant impacts. https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/

At each step of the way in preparing our EIA, All of the findings of our environmental

we must consult with technical experts and assessments will be made public. Initial results
elected representatives to inform our approach will be included in the Preliminary Environmental
and factcheck our results. We have completed Information Report (PEIR) at the next stage of

our initial surveys to understand the site and are consultation, while final results will be included
now working to define how we will conduct the in the Environmental Statement in our DCO
assessments. This is known as a ‘Scoping Report’, application.

which has been reviewed by technical bodies like

Next Steps

We are currently reviewing all of the feedback we received during the consultation, studying the results of
ongoing environmental assessments, and continuing conversations with technical experts to help refine
our design. We will present the updated design along with the PEIR at the next phase of consultation, due to
take place this spring.

EIA survey
work and Statutory
non-statutory consultation Acceptance o Secretary of
consultation Spring Spring Examination State’s decision
Autumn 2023 2024 2025 Summer 2025 Summer 2026
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(we are here)

Get in Touch

VA info@oneearthsolarfarm.co.uk ﬁ oneearthsolarfarm.co.uk

R, 0800 169 6507 A One Earth Solar Farm, FREEPOST
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Community Update ( [:' one earth

April 2024

The One Earth project team has been hard at work, and we
would like to update you on our progress. We hope you enjoy
reading our latest newsletter announcing our new community
fund and providing a project update.

The project is still in the early stages of its development and
will be shaped and refined by feedback from the community,
elected representatives, and technical experts.

Community Fund:

We are excited to announce that the One Earth

Community Fund is now accepting applications.

We want to be a good neighbour, and we're committed to supporting the local area.

Even though One Earth Solar Farm is still in early stages of development, we want to start
contributing to the community. That’s why we’ve launched a community sponsorship
fund that is open to community groups and not-for-profit organisations working in the local

area. Community projects eligible for funding will need to benefit the community in the
parishes around the proposed One Earth Solar Farm, which include:

- Kettlethorpe
- Newton on Trent

- Dunham with Ragnall,
Fledborough and Darlton

- Normanton on Trent
with Marnham

- South Clifton
- North Clifton

- Thorney

The One Earth Community Fund is being managed by Nottinghamshire Community
Foundation, which will review applications in line with their financial standards.

We intend to have a round for applications every quarter. For this first application

round, please visit their website nottscf.org.uk to submit your application by 29 April 2024.




Project Update

You may have seen members of the team in the and the Preliminary Environmental Information
area taking samples or photos to better understand Report at the next round of consultation, later this
the local environment. These surveys form part of spring and summer. In May, you will receive an
our Environmental Impact Assessment that we are update on the specific consultation dates and how
required to undertake. By better understanding you can take part.

the current condition of the local environment, we
can design the project in a way to avoid, reduce or
mitigate significant impacts.

We have been working to incorporate the feedback
we received during the last round of consultation
and the results of ongoing environmental
assessments into an updated design for One Earth.

Our updated design will show how we've changed
the project boundary and removed solar panels
near homes and communities, based on the
feedback we received and using our design
principles. We will also present proposed locations
for important infrastructure, including batteries and
substations. We will present our updated proposals

EIA survey

work and Statutory

non-statutory consultation Acceptance o Secretary of
consultation Summer Spring Examination State’s decision
Autumn 2023 2024 2025 Summer 2025 Summer 2026
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Indicative timeline*
*subject to change

Carry out further Application Pre-examination Examining
design submitted period Authority’s
and EIA work Spring 2025 Spring 2025 recommendation
Spring 2024 Spring 2026

(we are here)

Get in Touch

If you have any questions or want to learn more about One Earth, please visit our
website or contact us at the details below:

P info@oneearthsolarfarm.co.uk 6 oneearthsolarfarm.co.uk
,& One Earth Solar Farm, FREEPOST

R, 0800 169 6507
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Appendix B-2 — Summary of stakeholder engagement
undertaken outside of formal consultation

Inserted overleaf.



Table B-2: Stakeholder meetings undertaken by the Applicant outside of formal consultation periods

Stakeholder

Newark & Sherwood District
Council

Purpose and topics discussed

Initial project briefing

Date
7t July 2023

Nottinghamshire County Council Initial project briefing 18t July 2023
West Lindsey District Council Initial project briefing 201 July 2023
Nottinghamshire County Council ~ Follow up meeting 17t August 2023
Newark & Sherwood District Follow up meeting 22 August 2023
Council

Bassetlaw District Council Initial project briefing 25t August 2023
Lincolnshire County Council Initial project briefing 29" August 2023

West Lindsey District Council

Follow up meeting

31st August 2023

Environment Agency

Introduction to project

13th September 2023

Newark & Sherwood District
Council

e Project briefing for new officer
e PPA meeting

1st November 2023

Nottinghamshire County Council

PPA meeting

1st November 2023

Lincolnshire County Council

PPA meeting

2nd November 2023

Newark & Sherwood District
Council

SoCC briefing

8t February 2024

Lincolnshire County Council

SoCC briefing

9th February 2024




Stakeholder

Purpose and topics discussed

Date

Nottinghamshire County Council

SoCC briefing

oth February 2024

Environment Agency

Updates to the approach to flood risk management

27" February 2024

All LPAs and ecology consultees

Project overview

Survey programme overview

Summary of habitat information

Summary of bat surveys

Summary of bird surveys (breeding and wintering)

Summary of badger, otter and water vole surveys

Summary of great crested newt surveys

Identifying local conservation priorities (to include within landscape design)
Approach to BNG, incorporating local priority species

11th March 2024

All LPAs

Discussion on jobs and skills

19t April 2024

All LPAs and landscape
consultants

LVIA briefing and methodology

2214 April 2024

All LPAs and heritage consultees

Cultural heritage

29t April 2024

Nottinghamshire County Council
and heritage consultees

Cultural heritage

30t April 2024

LLFA Nottinghamshire and Drainage 2" May 2024

Lincolnshire

All LPAs Health meeting covering socio economic impacts 8th May 2024

All LPAs Consultation briefing including EIA update, masterplan and consultation 14th May 2024

programme




Stakeholder

Purpose and topics discussed

Date

All LPAs o Introductions 12" July 2024
e Open questions from LPA officers to OESF team
e Adequacy of Consultation Milestone (AoCM) briefing
Natural England Review of Best and Most Versatile Land (BMV) 14t August 2024

Environment Agency

Review of EA comments on PEIR during Statutory Consultation

26t September 2024

All LPAs

e Masterplan and programme update
e AoCM
e Statement of Community Ground (SoCG)

9th October 2024

Historic England

e Cultural heritage, including Church tower at Dunham on Trent and View from
Fledborough Viaduct of north and South Clifton

e Archaeology, including Whimpton Moor and Roman Fort Scheduled
Monuments

20t November 2024

Darlton Gliding Club

Glint and Glare assessment

10t January 2025

All LPAs

Ecology workshop

13t January 2025

All LPAs

Jobs and skills

3 February 2025
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